This volume of Thai Plant Names is an update of the revised edition published in 2001 and incorporates the many new family and generic limits that are now in use, especially with the adoption of the Angiosperm Phylogeny Group (APG 2009) classification. The book is arranged in three main parts: a short introductory section, the dictionary itself (597 pages), and an index to the Thai names (in Thai). A map of floristic provinces and a biographical portrait of Tem Smitinand (in Thai) are given at the end of the book, as well as the list of contemporary contributors (again, in Thai).
The introductory material is all in Thai but with some English explaining the habit abbreviations and giving some examples of the transliteration, but the main part of the book -the dictionary -is self explanatory. Thai is a language with an alphabet of symbols or characters made up of 44 consonants, 32 vowels, four tone marks and various other symbols; vowels can be written before, above, below, after or around the consonant depending on the vowel. There are several transliteration systems but in the in tro d u ct ory m at er ial t he re is a tab le o f pronunciation and the transliteration used in the book. In the dictionary part, Thai names are provided for each species, but no Thai names are given for families. It is arranged alphabetically by genus and with a list of species below each generic entry. The system followed is APG3 (2009) (so Myrsinaceae is Primulaceae etc.) and generic limits are modern and up-to-date. For example many groups in the Annonaceae have recently been refined and these new limits have been adopted in this edition (such as the genera of Maasia, Monoon, Polyalthia and Uvaria etc.). Each species is given the Thai name in Thai and a Roman transliteration. For each Thai name the area of geographical usage is given, as Thai plant names can be 'General', i.e. used across the country, or differ in each province, in which case the province is listed after the plant name. For some of the more common and widespread species an English vernacular name is given, but this is not provided for the bulk of the taxa presented.
This a very comprehensive book and provides an extremely useful link between scientific plant names and vernacular names for a country with 77 provinces in 7 floristic regions, with numerous local and provincial dialects. In addition, the book is a great deal more than just a list of Thai names, as it is almost a default checklist of the flora of Thailand. In addition to accepted species names given in bold, synonyms are included for both species and genera. The book is a very similar size, height and thickness to Mabberley's Plant Book and is a valuable addition to the library of any worker with an interest in plant names. Whilst the book would benefit from a (small) amount of English introductory material, it is highly recommended for plant scientists working on the flora of Thailand and adjacent areas.
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